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Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth
Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth is a program of annual surveys of young people jointly
managed by ACER and the Commonwealth Department of Education, Training and Youth
Affairs.  The surveys focus on the education and labour market experiences of groups of young
Australians, beginning from their middle years of secondary schooling.  Data collected include
basic demographic variables, as well as information about educational and labour force
participation extending over a number of years.
The 1995 Year 9 Cohort (Y95)
In 1995, a nationally representative sample of approximately 13,000 Year 9 students was selected
to form the first cohort of the new Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth program.  The
sample was constructed by randomly selecting two Year 9 classes from a national sample of 300
schools designed to represent state and sector.  Reading and numeracy tests were administered to
students in their schools to provide information on early school achievement for use in later
analyses of educational and labour market participation.  Students also completed a background
questionnaire about their educational and vocational plans and attitudes to school.  In 1996 these
students provided information in response to a mailed questionnaire.  Information was also
obtained from their schools about curricula and organisation.  In 1997 members of the sample
were contacted in the first of the annual telephone interviews (conducted by AC Nielsen, then
Reark Research).  That questionnaire included questions on school; transitions from school; post
school education and training; work; job history; job search history; non-labour force activities;
health, living arrangements and finance; and general attitudes.  Subsequent surveys have asked
similar questions but with the emphasis changing over time from school, to post-school education
and training, and work .
The 1997 Telephone Survey
In 1997 the 1995 Year 9 sample consisted primarily of young people in Year 11 in secondary
school.  Therefore, the emphasis was school activities.  The section on school included questions
on subjects being studied in 1997 and work-place learning programs. These topics were included
in addition to the areas on which information is sought annually (see above).
AC Nielsen conducted the 1997 telephone survey.  They approached a total of 11,688 panel
members and 10,307 were successfully interviewed, representing a response rate of 88.2%.  There
were 395 refusals, 899 were unable to be contacted and 87 were unable to be interviewed for other
reasons.  This technical report details the responses provided by cohort members in 1997.
Dimensions of data set
Number of respondents: 10,307
Number of variables: 302
Method of data collection:
Telephone interviews
Data gathering staff
ACER staff: John Ainley, Nicole Fleming, Sue Fullarton, Stephen Lamb,
Mike Long, Phil McKenzie, Gary Marks, Julie Zubrinich
LSAY Steering Committee: The LSAY program operates under the direction of a Steering
Committee which sets overall policy and approves the analytical program.  The Committee
has 10 members representing national and state authorities concerned with education,
training, and employment in Australia.
LSAY Reference Group: The Reference Group, which comprises representatives from
DETYA and DEWRSB, advises ACER on priorities in the analytical program and survey
development.
Further information:
Australian Council for Educational Research
Private Bag 55
Camberwell  Vic  3124
Phone: 03 9277 5555
Fax: 03 9277 5500
Web site: www.acer.edu.au
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0LVVLQJ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 V337       A18 IB subjects (non core )_8
0LVVLQJ
6$&((QJOLVK1RW,%
 V338       A18 IB subjects (non core )_9
0LVVLQJ
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 V367       B1 Month/year leave school
0LVVLQJ
0RQWK<HDU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 V383       B10 Occupation (of that job)
0LVVLQJ
$6&2',*,7&2'(











 V386       C2 Institution where doing study/training
0LVVLQJ
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 V399       C13 Sources of income while studying (Scholarship)
0LVVLQJ
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
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 V415       C22 Institution where did study or training
0LVVLQJ
,QVWLWXWLRQ'LJLWFRGH
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 V425       C30 Sources of income while studying (Scholarship)
0LVVLQJ
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
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 V435       C32 Area of study Apprenticeship/traineeship
0LVVLQJ
$UHDRIVWXG\'LJLWFRGH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 V438       C35 Month and year finished
0LVVLQJ
0RQWK<HDU
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 V455       D17 Like job as a career
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 V494       D29 Since start of 1997 worked which month
0LVVLQJ

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 V504       E10 Work for wages, self employed in next most recent job
0LVVLQJ
:DJHV6DODU\
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 V539       F8 Months 1997 not working but looking for work
0LVVLQJ

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 V560       H12 Government payments receiving - YTA
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
 V561       H12 Government payments receiving - Newstart(Unemployed)
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
 V562       H12 Government payments receiving - Sole Parent
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH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 V563       H12 Government payments receiving - Sickness Allowance
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
 V564       H12 Government payments receiving - Disability
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
 V565       H12 Government payments receiving - Family Payment
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
 V566       H12 Government payments receiving - Other
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH
 V567       H12 Government payments receiving - None
DSSOLFDEOH
QRWDSSOLFDEOH









 V569       H14 Disability entitles funding/services
<HV
1R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 V572       H15 Nature of the disability (funding/services)
0LVVLQJ
 V573       H15 Nature of the disability (funding/services)
0LVVLQJ
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 V578       H18 Type of disability or health problem
0LVVLQJ
'HSUHVVLRQEDGQHUYHV
 V579       H18 Type of disability or health problem
0LVVLQJ
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9 <RXZHUHQ·WGRLQJYHU\ZHOODWVFKRRO ,PSRUWDQW 1RWLPSRUWDQW
9 <RXZDQWHGWRGRMREWUDLQLQJWKDWZDVQ·WDYDLODEOH
DWVFKRRO ,PSRUWDQW 1RWLPSRUWDQW
9 <RXGLGQ·WOLNHVFKRRO ,PSRUWDQW 1RWLPSRUWDQW
9 )LQDQFLDOO\LWZDVKDUGWRVWD\DWVFKRRO ,PSRUWDQW 1RWLPSRUWDQW
9 <RXUWHDFKHUVWKRXJKW\RXVKRXOGOHDYH ,PSRUWDQW 1RWLPSRUWDQW



































































































































































































































































































































































































9 %HHQVKRZQKRZWRGRWKHMRE <HV 1R
9 :DWFKHGRWKHUZRUN <HV 1R
9 $VNHGTXHVWLRQVRIFRZRUNHUV <HV 1R
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9 :ULWWHQSKRQHGRUFRQWDFWHGDQHPSOR\HUDERXWDMRE <HV 1R
9 /RRNHGLQQHZVSDSHUVIRUDMRE <HV 1R
9 $QVZHUHGDQHZVSDSHUDGYHUWLVHPHQWIRUDMRE <HV 1R
9 &KHFNHGIDFWRU\RU&(6QRWLFHERDUGV <HV 1R
9 5HJLVWHUHGZLWKWKH&(6 <HV 1R
9 &KHFNHGRUUHJLVWHUHGZLWKDQ\RWKHUHPSOR\PHQWDJHQF\ <HV 1R
9 &RQWDFWHGIULHQGVRUUHODWLYHVDERXWDMRE <HV 1R





9 %HFDXVHRI\RXUKHDOWKSUREOHPRUVRPHGLVDELOLW\ <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVHHPSOR\HUVWKLQN\RXDUHWRR\RXQJ <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVHRISUREOHPVZLWKFKLOGFDUH <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVH\RXGRQ·WKDYHVXLWDEOHWUDQVSRUW <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVH\RXGRQ·WKDYHHQRXJKRUWKHULJKWNLQGRIHGXFDWLRQ
RUWUDLQLQJ <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVH\RXGRQ·WKDYHHQRXJKZRUNH[SHULHQFH <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVHWKHUHDUHQ·WHQRXJKMREVDYDLODEOH <HV 1R
9 %HFDXVHRIEHLQJPDOHIHPDOH <HV 1R
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